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cious, cruel, ungrateful rascals ; and when the Exclusion Bill was moved in Parliament, he wrote his Duke of Guise,* in which those who were for preserving and securing the religion of their country, were exposed under the character of the Duke of Guise and his party, who leagued together for excluding Henry the Fourth of France from the throne, on the account of his religion. The city of London, too, was made to feel the partial and mercenary licentiousness of the stage at that time ; for the citizens having at that time, as well as now, a great deal of property, they had a mind to preserve that property, and therefore they opposed some of the arbitrary measures which were then begun, but pursued more openly in the following reign ; for which reason they were then always represented upon the stage as a parcel of designing knaves, dissembling hypocrites, griping usurers, and cuckolds into the bargain.
My Lords, the proper business of the stage, and that for which only it is useful, is to expose those vices and follies, which the laws cannot lay hold of; and to recommend those beauties and virtues, which Ministers and courtiers seldom either imitate or reward. But by laying it under a licence, and under an arbitrary Court-licence too, you will, in my opinion, entirely pervert its use ; for though I have the greatest esteem for that noble Duke, in whose hands this power is at present designed to fall, though I have an entire confidence in his judgment and impartiality, yet I
* This was certainly a party-play, though the occasion of it may be doubted. It made its appearance in 1683, and was violently attacked by the Whigs. If Lord Chesterfield had implicitly adopted the opinions of his grandfather Halifax, he wonld scarcely have spoken, as he does here, of the Exclusion Bill. (Note by Dr. Maty.)